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Important Dates: 

 January 8th—PBIS   

Assembly 8:30am 

 January 9th—National 

Law Enforcement Day 

 January 10th—Parent 

Group Meeting 7:30am 

 January 14-18—Crossing 

Guard Recognition Week 

 January 25th—NO 

SCHOOL Teacher        

In-service Day—all  

schools 

 February 21st—Morning 

with Mom—watch for 

details 
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miscellaneous  
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Inside this issue: 

Mrs. Springer’s Note: 

Dear Families: 

Happy New Year! 

Hopefully you had the opportunity to attend the Holiday Concerts in Decem-

ber.  The arts are another avenue for our students to shine and showcase 

their talents, and the staff members do a wonderful job of working with the 

students to bring those out.  The Holiday program will be available within 

the next week to watch online at https://ricelaketv.viebit.com/   This is a 

great way to share your child’s concert with relatives who could not attend.                                                 

 

With January upon us, students will be taking either the STAR Reading 

and Math assessment or the PALS Reading assessment.  Each of these as-

sessments are meant to provide teachers with a snapshot of how each stu-

dent is doing in each of these areas.  We look at the amount of growth our 

students have made since the fall assessment and adjustments are made to 

the instruction or interventions the students receive.   

Free and Reduced Breakfast and Lunch- Each year we ask families to 

complete the application.  The Department of Public Instruction uses the 

information from our families for more than offering meals to students.  The 

funding our school receives from the Free and Reduced Student count also 

funds our Title I Reading program.  The more families that qualify, the 

more money we receive to increase the reading services we can provide.   

Your income information, and whether or not you qualify, is not shared with 

anyone at our school.  The Food Service Director, Callie Hackel, is the only 

person in the district who has access to that information and she does not 

share it with anyone. 

There are two ways to fill out the family form, 1)  fill out an application 

online through Skyward family access or 2)  complete the paper application 

by going to: http://www.ricelake.k12.wi.us and click on Lunch Menu/Food 

Service.  If you have questions about Free and Reduced Meals or if you want 

a paper copy sent to you, please contact our school office or call Callie at  

715-234-2181 Ext 5184. 

    

Please feel free to contact me if you ever have questions or concerns regard-

ing your child’s education at Hilltop Elementary.  Our staff is truly dedicat-

ed to ensuring each child receives the instruction he or she needs and      

deserves. 

Warm wishes, 

Natalie Springer 

springern@ricelake.k12.wi.us 

715-234-4998 *5340 

https://ricelaketv.viebit.com/
http://www.ricelake.k12.wi.us
mailto:springern@ricelake.k12.wi.us


January 2019 

Happy New Year from your Royal School $ense Team! 

The beginning of a new year is a great time to work on further developing 

good habits and setting goals. One goal that is great to set and work towards 

is an “I’m saving for…” goal. It can be a challenge that’s fun to work on and 

enjoy as a family. Using a goal chart like the one we have included can pro-

vide a visual that helps encourage your Super Saver as they save money each 

week.  

As an extra incentive, we will have a Double-Stamp Day on Wednesday, 

January 16! Savers will receive two stamps on their Super Saver cards in-

stead of one, helping them earn prizes more quickly! 

 

Remember that Royal donates $150 to Hilltop for every 300 deposits made. 

Your Royal School $ense location is open on Wednesday each week to help 

your child get excited about saving and helping their school. 

 

If you want to know how to start saving at school with Royal School $ense, 

please contact Jackie Molden at jackie.molden@rcu.org or by calling       

715-234-3319 ext 6954.  

Message from the School Nurse: 

 

There are sometimes requests by parents to allow their children to  

remain indoors at recess.  It is the philosophy of the Rice Lake Area 

School District that recess is just as important as academics.  All     

students are expected to go outside during recess.  Each parent is 

asked to dress their children for the Wisconsin weather.  During      

inclement weather, i.e. rain, zero degrees, or below, or when the wind 

chill becomes -10 degrees, students will remain in the building.  If a 

child is well enough to be in school, then he/she should be well enough 

to go outside for recess.  If not, then maybe another day at home will 

help in the recovery from illness.   

If your child needs to be excused from phy-ed or recess due to an inju-

ry or illness, please have a physician provide written instructions for the activity limitations at school.  

Any notes from physicians will obviously be honored.  Any other exceptions should be discussed with the 

building principal.  

Paula Kodesh, RN                                                                                                                                          

School Nurse                                                                                                                                                              

234-4998  x5192 

 

mailto:jackie.molden@rcu.org


A note from Guidance:  

I really like this poster.  Many times when our child(ren) are 
crying it can be a frustrating time.  I thought this is a great 

reminder of some empathetic things to say instead of STOP!   

~Ms. Lori Neuman,                                                                            

Hilltop and Haugen Guidance Counselor 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date! 

Morning with Mom will be February 21st 

before school in the Hilltop Gym. A light 

breakfast will be available that  students 

can share with their mom, grandma, 

aunt or other favorite grown-up! This is 

always a popular event brought to you by 

the Hilltop Parent Group. 

Thank your crossing guard! 

The week of January 14-18 is 

Crossing Guard                 

Recognition Week! 

NO SCHOOL     
Friday, January 25th  

District-wide               

in-service day 



Kindergarteners at Hilltop carried on the tradition of decorating Gingerbread Houses 

this December.  Parents and grandparents joined the fun and helped the students put 

together beautiful houses.  Children read many books about gingerbread men and gin-

gerbread houses including: Gingerbread Man, Gingerbread Boy, Gingerbread Girl, 

Gingerbread Baby and Gingerbread Pirates to prepare them for creating their       

masterpieces!  

The tradition continues... 



PBIS Warrior Way Students of the Month for Dec. 13th—Jan. 7th 

Each month teachers and staff members at Hilltop have the opportunity to select a student to be the “Warrior 
Way Student of the Month”. Students that are chosen have been an excellent example of what it means to be 
safe, respectful and responsible at school.  They are also students who maintain a positive attitude and display 
good character. Each month at the PBIS Assembly, Warrior Way Students of the Month are recognized for 
their achievement. Pictured above is the latest group of Hilltop Warriors selected for this school year. Congrat-
ulations to these fantastic students! Our next group will be announced at the January 8th assembly and pictured 
in the February newsletter.  

Positive Behavior             

Interventions and         

Supports 



Coach Orr and Coach Lehman keeping Phy-Ed class full of fun 
and games! One of the games is called                                            

“Decorate the Christmas Tree”.  


